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The Inner Eye: Vision and Transcendence in African Arts 
Resnick Pavilion • March 4, 2017 • 11am •with Dr. Polly Nooter-Roberts 

For EAC’s 5th program, we have the privilege of a private tour by Dr. Polly Nooter-
Roberts, professor at UCLA’s World Arts & Cultures and consulting curator for African 
art at LACMA. The Inner Eye: Vision and Transcendence in African Arts features 100 
outstanding sculptures and eye-catching textiles that explore how the arts and their 
visual regimes enable transitions from one stage of life to the next and from one state 
of being to another. Works reflect culturally specific notions of visuality and celebrate 
artists as agents of insight and transformation. Iconic figures, masks, initiation objects, 
and reliquary guardians guide people to spirit realms, to the highest levels of esoteric 
wisdom, and to the afterlife. Many works possess downcast eyes of contemplation and 
spiritual reverence, while others depict piercing projections of power and protection, or 
a multiplicity of eyes for heightened vigilance and awareness. The exhibition addresses 
various ways of seeing and encourages viewers to notice how works were made to 

In conjunction with this exhibit, Dr. Rowland Abiodun from Amhearst will speak on the 
the Inner Eye (Oju-Inu), a special kind of insight and sensibility at the Bing Theater on 
Feb. 26 at 2 pm.  Free and open to the public.  

 To join our special tour on March 4th with Dr. Polly Nooter-Roberts please 

   RSVP	by	Noon	March	l,	2017	via	feelie@ucla.edu 


