
	
  

	
  

Monday, August 15, 2011 • 7 pm 
 

Gift of the Sultan:  The Arts of Giving at the Islamic Courts 
 

Resnick Pavilion • LACMA  
 

With Dr. Linda Komaroff, Curator/Head of Art of the Middle East 

 

A special summer program for 25 lucky 
EAC members, Gifts of the Sultan explores 
Islamic art through the universal tradition of 
gift giving. Many of the most spectacular 
and historically significant examples of 
Islamic art can be classified as gifts, a 
number of which will be brought together 
for the unique purpose of this exhibition to 
demonstrate the integral and complex 
nature of gift exchange in the Islamic 
world.  

The exhibition spans the eighth through 
nineteenth centuries and includes 200 
works of art representing a rich variety of 
media from three continents. These 
spectacular works of art are associated 
with the great Islamic courts from Spain to 
India, where gift giving was a fundamental 
activity. Gifts were intended to further 
diplomatic and political ambitions; as 
rewards for services rendered; to celebrate 

annual events like the New Year or more personal occasions 
such as weddings, and as expressions of piety, often 

associated with the construction or enhancement of religious monuments.            

RSVP by calling (310) 454-7851 or email feelie@ucla.edu  Due to limited space, 
it will be first-come, first-served so act quickly. 


