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NOTED PASSING: 
 
 

 
 
BILL CASKEY 
February 20, 1947 – November 20, 2014 
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Bill Caskey, partner in the show promotions company Caskey Lees, passed away 
on Thursday, November 20, 2014, due to complications from Early Onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease.  He was 67 years old. 
 
Bill was born to Dorothy and Elmer Caskey in 1947.  He spent his early childhood in 
Ashland, KY and later attended high school in Dayton, OH.  Under his mother’s 
guidance, Bill frequented local antiques auctions and acquired several valuable 
pieces.  These early antiquing years fueled a lifelong love of antiques & art. 
 
In 1969 Bill moved to Toronto where he met his first wife, Sandra.   Together they 
ran Red Lion Antiques, The Collectors Book Shelf and The Indian Gallery.  During 
this time, Bill also opened Horizon Enterprises, to produce antique shows across 
Canada.  
 
In 1982, Bill returned to the US and settled in California with his second wife 
Elizabeth and stepson Brandon.  His daughter Netanya joined them in 1991.  
Together Bill and Liz founded Caskey Lees, an antique fair production house, and 
also exhibited their own materials in antique shows across the country.    
 
In 1985, they created The Los Angeles Folk & Ethnographic Art Show, an art fair 
that more closely reflected the material they were drawn to and dealt in.  This 
endeavor became the first of the Tribal & Textile Arts Shows that eventually 
expanded from Los Angeles to San Francisco and New York.  It marked the 
beginning of a thirty-year career producing high-end specialized art fairs across the 
country.  In addition to Tribal Art Shows, Bill and Caskey Lees produced the Arts of 
Pacific Asia Shows (Los Angeles, San Francisco and New York), the Los Angeles 
Modernism Show and The New York Ceramics Fair, amongst others.  Bill Caskey 
and Liz Lees have been long time EAC members and supporters.    
 
In 2009 Bill began experiencing some lapses of memory and was eventually 
diagnosed with Early Onset Alzheimer’s Disease in May 2010.  Bill loved the 
antique business. He was so passionate about the shows that he developed, and 
very proud to see how well respected they had become.  He was devastated when 
he realized that he could not continue with the work that had, since the age of 
nineteen, been his passion.   
 
Bill is survived by his wife Elizabeth Lees, step-son Brandon, daughter Netanya, her 
husband Kris, his grandsons Maxx and Logan, his mother Dorothy Caskey, former 
wife Sandra, brothers Steve and Kevin and their families.    
    
Donations can be made in Bill’s memory to the Alzheimer’s Association, Southern 
California Chapter, http://www.alz.org, 4221 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 400, Los Angeles, 
CA 90010, or with Jennifer at (323) 930-6246.  The Alzheimer’s Association not 
only funds much needed research, but also funds programs to support patients and 
their families as they deal with this devastating illness.   At his request, no funeral 
services are planned. 

http://www.alz.org/
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EAC STUDY GROUPS: 
 
Individual EAC members are forming study groups to focus on the traditional arts of 
specific regions.  The concept is to create an intimate and relaxed environment for 
the discussion of art objects including their use, authenticity, and relative quality. 
 
For more information on joining or developing new study groups, please contact 
these individuals: 
 
Tribal Asia Study Group:  
Mark Johnson at: majtribal@gmail.com. 
 
African Art Seminars:  
Richard Baum at: rnbaum@hotmail.com. 
 
Native American Study Group:  
Philip Garaway at: philipgaraway@earthlink.net or call (310) 577-8555. 
*Philip is planning an event at his gallery in the Venice Canals early next year.  Any 
EAC members or their guests interested in attending this inaugural meeting, please 
contact Philip directly for details. 

 

The Tribal Asian Study Group 
(TASG) met in November at the 
home of Avrum and Martha Bluming.  
More than 20 EAC members 
attended to discuss the ceremonial 
textiles used by the Iban Dayak of 
Sarawak State, Borneo Island, 
Malaysia.  EAC board member Mark 
Johnson led the discussion, starting 
with a basic description of the ikat 
weaving and dying technique and 
then an outline of how these 
important textiles were used in Iban 
rituals.  The discussion was 
highlighted by a hands-on display of 
several 19th and 20th century 
examples. 
 
 

 

mailto:majtribal@gmail.com
mailto:rnbaum@hotmail.com
mailto:philipgaraway@earthlink.net
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2014 EAC DONORS: 
 

Silent Auction - Boutique - General Fund: 

Eric and Corrine Ross - Will Hughes - Monte Gordon - Joshua 
Dimondstein Tribal Arts - Liz Lees - Thomas Murray 
Asiatica/Ethnographica - Audrey Stein - Lesley Ann Martin (Pacific 
Artefacts) - Greg and Meches Grinnell - Leslie Sacks Fine Art - Philip 
Garaway - Jose Terez - Harry Steinberg - Mark Clayton - Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Arthur - Leonard Kalina Fine Arts - Berbere World Imports - Ron 
Dammann (Stendahl Galleries) - David Hayen - Alan Grinnell & Feelie 
Lee - Suzi Click Fashion Design - John Ross - Richard & Jan Baum -   
David Miller - Helen Hasenfeld - Claire Steinberg - Pete Steinberg - Ron 
Normandeau (Anthropos Gallery) - Mark A. Johnson Tribal Art -  
Stephanie Sills - Kim Fisher - Jeannine Frank - Andrea Kchaven -   
Caskey Lees - Yochim Art - Gene Polgar - MeraLee Goldman - Fowler 
Museum at UCLA – LACMA - Chaya Restaurant - Border Grill 
Restaurant - John O’Groats Restaurant - Food Restaurant - The Tavern 
Restaurant - Bel Aire Bar & Grill Restaurant - Casa Nostra Restaurant - 
Demetria Estate’s Winery - Kings Meat - The Oaks Spa and Blue 
Iguana Bed and Breakfast - Stolpman Winery - LA Opera. 

 

Virginia Fields Scholarship Fund: 

Mark and Maureen Miller Family Foundation - Haim and Paula Shtrum - 
Richard and Jan Baum - Allen and Polly Roberts - Eric Ross and Corine 
Couwenberg - Bruce and Elaine Bannatyne - Roger and Tony Johnston 
- Tamara Hoffman - Will and Celeste Hughes - Bicara LTD - Suzanne 
Labiner - Arvey Foundation - Kaija Keel - Harry and Claire Steinberg - 
Marla Berns - Bob Weekley - Alan Grinnell and Feelie Lee - Stuart 
Ashman and Peggy Gaustad - David Blair - David Miller - Gene Polgar 
and Andrea Stonefield - Diana Magaloni - Greg and Meches Grinnell. 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE EAC HOLIDAY PARTY! 
 
WHEN:  December 21, 4pm to 7pm. 
WHERE:  Home of Richard and Jan Baum. 
 
Details forthcoming via email announcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Endnotes: 
 

EAC e-news • Published: December 2014 
 

Contact:  Mark Johnson, Editor at majtribal@gmail.com 
 
 

The Ethnic Arts Council of Los Angeles (EAC) 
• Dedicated to Advancing the Knowledge, Interest, and Appreciation of Ethnic Art • 
 
 

Become a member!  Contact:  Tamara Hoffman: 
tamara.hoffman222@gmail.com 

 
 
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